Notes on student responses to dlc 2002 final questionnaire

1. Self-Assessment of the major  assessment dimensions (please comment briefly on  your achievements in these different dimensions and assign a grade to each of them)
1.1. Participation in Class

Participation was thought of as attendance, listening, asking questions, speaking up.  

Are there other ways of participating?

1.2. Participation on Swiki

Self assessments less positive here, though still high marks.  Fact that there is a record of their participation on swiki might explain difference.  

“I posted all the homework” typical response.  Using swiki equated with homework submission.

A few regret that discussion, other non-homework uses of swiki didn’t happen.

No connections to collaboration, community.
1.3. Assignments

Self assessments vary.  Homework assignments represented significant effort.
1.4. Independent Research

People liked the indep. research project. Enthusiastic responses with specifics including: Successful collaboration (worked hard, work distributed fairly)

Self-directed learning. Generated, pursued independent interests with connections to class.

1.5. Project 

Very mixed experiences evident.

-Fox/Minick: negative. project too big, not enough work

-Dipti/Payal: ?.  

-Croll/Diriggi: very positive. fun, creativity, pride, continued investment.

-Marbach/Fang: very positive. interesting… Apparently ‘unequal’ partners both had a good experience.  The more expert partner is somewhat dismissive of the other’s contribution. What does this indicate?  Product valued more highly than learning?

Overall Grade:

all As and Bs. two no answers.  why use letter grades at all?

2. Using the criteria above (and others that you view as important), please develop an brief argument in which you identify and support the strengths and deficiencies on which you based your final grade.

bad question.  the criteria above are single words.  people’s interpretations varied and in general answers were short.

funny dichotomy—“class requirements” vs. “what I contributed and learned.”  Many people talk about class requirements.

Come back and think about these answers again.

3. Based on your arguments in number 2 , please reflect briefly 

3.1. on how would you go about "reinforcing" those areas where you are doing well to improve further, and 

-“encourage myself to… develop the class community… by [using] the swiki”

-to use ‘tools’ gained in this class in other classes.

-others: nothing (spend more time, give more effort,etc)

3.2. how would you go about "redirecting" those areas in which you find your performance lacking.

most frequent- “participate more in class” (be less shy) interesting.

4. Team Assessment: you have a maximum 100 points total to give to the other members to your team (not including yourself) — how would you give these points away (you do not have to give all points away)! Provide a brief justification for the assessment of your peers!  What did you peers say or do to cause you to award these points in this way?

5. Evaluate the course as a learning experience by using some of the criteria above, or other criteria of importance to you.

(“the criteria above” bugs me about this questionnaire.)

many positive responses to course. 

specifics: Learned about collaboration. Course concepts important and interesting. Learned useful skills. Participation was enjoyable.

Readings

can’t get much out of this section.  people did pick up some jargon

Small Assignments

1. have they been useful?

unanimously, emphatically yes.  they were “the core of the course.”

2. how could they further be improved?

3. did they make a major contribution to turn the class sessions into “meetings among informed participants?”

yes. most everyone agrees reading and assignments made for informed participants  (whereas readings alone may not have)

one person said that swiki discussion “deflated” in-class discussion. he repeats this weird criticism over and over in the following questions.  like to ask him why he thinks this.

4. what do you think of the idea of splitting the class into contributors and analyzers for an assignment?

liked it. created habit of reading other student’s responses.

In Class Discussions

1. was it worthwhile attending class? did you feel you missed something not coming to class?

yes. 9 for 9.

2. did new ideas surface during the class meetings?

most people say yes, but no one gives an example.  I suspect these new ideas were not lastingly important.  I think this is an important question/answer.

3. would it be a worthwhile effort having one or two students (taking turns, so an individual student would only have to do it once a month) document/summarize the class discussion on the Swiki?

4. ideas on how the class meetings could be further improved?

Independent Research

1. was this an important class activity? 

yesses with several specific reasons: deeper engagement with subject, more detail, getting opportunity and learning value of collaborating with peers (especially this).

2. did you learn something by doing the independent research which you would not have learned otherwise?

yes, more depth in subjects.

3. was there some value added by doing the independent research activity as a collaborative project?

yes. collaborating made learning more rapid, more multifaceted, led to better results, concretized ideas about collaboration from class, led to friendships.

4. analyze the trade-offs doing the independent research versus the instructor(s) giving another lecture about the same topic area

4.1.1. whether you learnt more or less from your own project

more.

4.1.2. whether you learnt more or less from hearing the other groups presentations and looking at their documentation in the Swiki

mixed bag. learned less but enjoyed hearing other groups.

Project

1. In what ways (if any) was this course project different from projects in other courses you have taken?

We created it, looser guidelines, more unique projects.(most common, they liked this)  Better tools, space (swiki).  Project bigger.  No difference.

2. Has the Swiki changed the way that you work? why? how? 

mixed bag.  about half said yes, it encouraged or facilitated collaboration.  one said it “makes you feel more connected to the class.”  Others said no, one problem is that sharing files is too difficult.

3. Recommendations how to improve the course projects?

Social Creativity

1. please rate (major, minor, not at all) each of the following course activities on how they have contributed to social creativity?

1.1. in-class discussion

1.2. posting of assignments on the Swiki?

1.3. collaborative independent research

1.4. collaborative projects?

“major major minor” answers not very informative.  these things wind up ranking in the order they were given.

2. do you consider the attempt to promote social creativity 

2.1. in the class a worthwhile activity or would you have rather worked by yourself? 

all answer that it was worthwhile or at least “an important part of the class.” Is that really revealing?  Is taking pictures worthwhile in a photo class?

2.2. if you think it was worthwhile ( do you ideas on how to promote it further

Do one more project instead of articles.

Find topics that are not only related to class but that everyone is interested in.  (I agree with this suggestion.)

Encourage swiki use.

Link projects into one large project for the whole class.

Interaction with Instructors and Peers

Considering the various interaction techniques 

1. in-class discussion

2. group meetings, 

3. Swiki 

4. email discussion

what was the most valuable way of interacting with your instructors/classmates? 

swiki and in-class

What was the least valuable? Why?

email

Beyond the End of the Course 

1. “I will come back to visit the Swiki after the class ends” — list some of the reasons you believe that 

1.1. this will be the case, or 

some people said they would be back to use the swiki and listed reasons.  I think Eric said that no one used it after the semester ended.

1.2. argue why the Swiki will be of no use to you after the class ends

“We never quite managed to develop a community on there. We had a great in class community, but …” This person also said they haven’t learned good ways of using it.  Changes not obvious enough.  Good answer.

2. I will add more information to the Swiki in the future; for example:

2.1. more information that I will learn and that will be relevant to the information content of the Swiki

some claimed they would.  others were honest.

Is it reasonable to expect a thing like this?  

2.2. an updated email address so peers and instructor can contact me 

3. Do you  believe that the Swiki of this class could be of interest to other students?

3.1 should future classes build on the current Swiki, and if so, how?

mixed answers.  yes, no, maybe?

it should be wrapped up and made separate but still accessible

3.2 should future classes begin a new Swiki from scratch?

mixed again. some yeses some nos

3.3 should a new technology be used, and if so, what should happen to existing information?

people say no new technology is needed; continue with the swiki but add features.

4. the current version of the Swiki is of little use for others — but could be made useful with the following modifications

search

5. I will continue to interact with some of my peers (definitely / yes /maybe / no + why) 

most said yes.  jon was a popular guy.

6. The experience of this class will influence my further course selection (definitely / yes /maybe / no + why ) 

people will choose other classes that are: innovative, project based, interactive, involve collaboration, small and informal.

7. The experience of this class will influence my career plans and/or the way I work in the future  (definitely / yes /maybe / no + why ) 

yes.

CAS paper Concepts

· Course as seed

Course conceived in SER model.  It is not a finished product, but is jointly evolved by students. “the courses-as-seeds model requires a mindset in which plans conceived at the beginning of the course do not determine the direction of learning, but instead provide a resource for interpreting unanticipated situations that arise during the course. [Suchman, 1987].”

What can the questionnaires tell us about whether the students thought of the course as a seed, something unfinished that needs their involvement to grow?  Or about whether they thought the course would be different because of their participation?

From the questionnaires my guess is that this idea wasn’t really present for the students.  There was a question about new information coming up in class, and there are just a few questions at the end of the questionnaire that ask about what should be done with the swiki for future students.  The responses to those questions and others made it seem like they hadn’t really thought of themselves as designers of the course or about reseeding.  Also, what many of them suggested be done with the current swiki (that it should be kept separate but made available to the next class) makes me think that they didn’t think of their work as contributing to a new class so much as a (perhaps) useful resource for other people taking the same class.

My impression is that the course was too much a finished product at the beginning to really fit the courses-as-seeds model.  Just given the amount of material that was fixed—lectures, readings and assignments every week—how much room was left for students to really influence the direction of the class?  Unlike some of the other things the SER model has been applied to, there is a pretty rigid limit on the amount of complexity a one semester course can take on.  Packing it with so much information didn’t leave enough room for it to evolve.

· Self directed learning 

Students take an active role in their own learning processes

I don’t know about this.  There were some claims that this was taking place, yet I’m skeptical it really was to greater extent than in normal classes.  Choosing topics for the independent projects doesn’t seem different from choosing a topic for a paper.  What would be evidence that students are being self-directed, active learners?  (what are some benefits, side effects?) What does self-directed learning look like?  

· Collaboration 

and esp. collaboration supported by innovative technology

Questionnaire responses had a lot of positive things to say about collaboration in this class.  Students talk about having learned about collaboration and seem for the most part to have had good experiences collaborating on both the research and the project.

· Technology forms and sustains active communities of learners. 

peer interaction vs. homework submission

Didn’t really happen.  Swiki use mostly limited to homework submission and didn’t continue after semester’s end.  One student said of the swiki “We never quite managed to develop a community on there.”  On the other hand sharing homeworks did seem to help discussion.  I wonder how much it’s possible to create a ‘community’ out of a group of strangers in such a short time.  I can think of other things that could be done to help with this but not so much to do with the swiki.

· Culture of collective inquiry

Anyone involved in the course would know about this, but I have no idea.  What in the questionnaires could tell me something about it?  

