Praful mangalath

Assignment 9

1) Giving a Talk:

I was quite surprised to see another side of the paper’s author – Simon Peyton Jones. I had read his other papers on software transactional memory in the context of another course and had figured he’d be the kind locked up in his cubicle with his Lego bricks, not the kind doling out advice. 

A lot of nice points but the bit on projectors and transparencies show the papers age. I am a little confused on case they make for procrastination – this from a diagnosed slacker. I always assumed that neglecting the slides for the last minute was a bad thing – but I now have a theory to fend my advisor with – “it’s a Parkinsonian process and does nothing but fill my time” 

2) Gerhard's advice for PhD Students

I think the bit about associating yourself with an existing project is great advice for starting off research. The more you are surrounded by really competent researchers, the more you learn the methods to their madness. Also a fertile ground to bounce off your research ideas and getting a dialogue started. 

3) Resources

Good text books recommended by people with good tastes make most of my reading material. For everything else there’s Wikipedia.

