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In the first document (“Giving a Talk,” Jones, Hughes & Launchbury), I agreed whole-heartedly with the authors about the most important aspect of the paper: “The need to motivate and illustrate your talk with examples is probably the most important single point in this paper, because so many talks fail to do so.”  I’ve attended both types of talks (those illustrating good examples and those without) and there’s no doubt that it makes the definitive difference in the quality of a demonstration.  In my own experience as a classroom teacher, I’ve found that one good example in the first 5 minutes will make or break an entire lesson.  Hook your audience early, and you’ll keep them for the entire talk.
I wasn’t very convinced with their points regarding the effectiveness of handwritten slides (over typeset PowerPoint lecture slides), but that seemed like a personal preference… one I could readily ignore with little consequence.  Frankly, I haven’t seen a single academic talk with handwritten slides in several years.

The second paper (“Gerhard’s Advice for PhD Students”) gave me a lot of food for thought.  It was a good read, giving a mix of specific pointers (such as “your advisor will not be willing (because she/he does not have the time) to read arbitrary many drafts of >40 page documents”) and big-picture advice (“getting through days in which one thinks:

‘I will never get done with this!’”).  I thought it gave me a clearer picture of what to expect in the next few years.
I did take a bit of issue with the statement that a PhD “qualifies you for the rest of your life.”  I felt that was a bit dramatic… bearing and raising my firstborn son is preparing me for the rest of my life.  Saving myself (several years back) from being trapped in a remote river canyon, alone in the rainforest, running low on time & food, still almost a week from the nearest human, helped define me and qualify me for the rest of my life.  A PhD?  It’ll be tough work, no doubt, but to me it’s just a degree… a piece of paper that’ll get me to places I want to be in my future.  Regardless of whether or not I succeed, it’s still just a degree; there are far greater things in life.  Perhaps the statement was meant in the context of qualifying me for my academic life, and towards that end I’m sure the comment is completely accurate.  But as it’s stated, I surely didn’t agree.  Perhaps I’m just splitting hairs.
To cover the final point of this assignment (an online resource most important for my research), I am reminded once again that I am one of the few students in the class still without a specific idea of my research topic.  I’m made more cognizant of that fact every week.  However, at this time I am interested in some aspects of AI, and the IEEE/ACM journal libraries have been helpful in giving me a starting point towards possible research areas.  I usually read the published monthly journals, but the online articles give equivalent info to those with IEEE subscriptions (which I hope none of us are without): 

http://www.ieee.org/web/publications/home/index.html
