Assad Jarrahian.

Assignment 9 – Resources for PhD’s

“How to give a good research talk by Jones, Hughes, and Launchbury”. 

   When reading this paper in the light of what the authors clearly state (this is what has worked for them!), it emphasizes three worthy points:

Who is my primary audience?

   I think many of us fall in to the “talk-mode” trap which is just one single mode, instead of being more dynamic and articulate when it comes to giving different talks to different audiences for different purposes!

If someone remembers only one thing from my talk, what would I like it to be?

Another really good point to drive things home. There is no doubt that one has invested a lot of time and effort in their research, but we should remember to not expect the same from someone listening for 30-60 minutes. Goes back to the Breath vs depth dilemma of “imparting knowledge”. The dept of one point to remember from the talk definitely seems to be more effective and in line with current methodologies in “imparting knowledge”

Examples, Examples, Examples.

  This one speaks for itself! You initially learned through examples. Others do to! 

“Gerhard-Advice”

This is definitely a good ready. Two points of interest:
“Advantages of Integration with a larger Research Activity/Project”
I wish I had read this earlier in my PhD curriculum. A lot of us independent thinkers in the program are against being brought into a lab and told what to do etc (at least for a year etc). Looking back, I can see where it could have helped out and built a stronger foundation for my own thesis work.

“A PhD qualifies you for the rest of your life”
I looked at Mike’s comments on this. I agree with him that raising his kid etc are really “qualifications for lie”. But I think Gerhard meant, “qualifies” in a different light. It “qualifies” you to do things in life you could not have done previously. It is in many lights of life (career wise etc) a necessity to have that piece of paper. It qualifies you (in the eyes of others) to work on certain things with certain people.

Online resource which you consider at this time the most important for your research and say why?

Google (web search, scholar).

I work in NLP. I can trick google into understanding my search needs better. And it does not limit me to certain sites (ACM, Springer etc). Additionally I come across many non-scientific sites that surprisingly help me raise more relevant/novel questions than I could by just using ACM, IEEE etc.

