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Comment on John et al paper: Section 4.3 & 2.2 I think timing is the most important criteria. It will decide how much material one can cram into the slides. If the audience is very much involved (questioning etc) it will affect the time too.  Timing and pruning are kind-of interdependent as both do depend on the kind of audience involved as too much details will either bore up the audience or make no-sense to them at all. Pruning many details is most important when it comes to giving a talk to a general audience, and I think a motivating factor and a teaser to the material is just enough. Keeping many details and more time for Q&A’s is more important when the materials are presented to a peer-audience.


Comments on Gerhard’s Paper: Many times when I read on documents concerning why people want to do a PhD I keep in mind this document by Mor Harchol-Balter

http://www.cs.cmu.edu/~harchol/gradschooltalk.pdf on how to get into a PhD Program though he talks a lot on what PhD really means. Gerhard’s paper echoes almost all things that Mor has mentioned, and more.

Though I am not sure if “integration to a larger research activity” will really lead to a genuine ground breaking research. The reasons: Most Large scale research have a lot of existential material and projects which are running and most times people do play a role in that kind of environment. Genuine work might be bogged down fitting the role to such a scale. But that’s just my view on large scale research.
My one stop online resource is Google.com as it features both site searches, library searches and corrects me when I misspell.

http://www.google.com/options/specialsearches.html (this helps me most, as sometimes I know the paper link or the author link and school name but not on the exact link to his/her work). 

When I am feeling a lot lazy finding I usually use Google suggest http://www.google.com/webhp?complete=1&hl=en
Scholar is pretty good when it comes to finding resources like papers and online books.

The best but probably most unknown is the Directory via Dmoz.org given by Google http://www.google.com/dirhp
It has a real good categorization for multiple categories. Thus instead of sifting through many sites and links, I just browse it to get to the relevant category.
