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"In Defense of Cheating”, by Don Norman 

Discuss the following issues:

1. write a one paragraph summary statement about the article characterizing the main message of the article?

The author puts forth an argument that, at its core, our understanding of what it takes to be a student is malformed.  His premise is that our motivations, as students, are out of touch with real world motivations.  To be more specific, the author argues that the current grading system does not take into account the real world skills that one needs to succeed.  His argument makes a few simple claims:

1. Cheating that involves deceit is wrong.

2. Current methods of student evaluation are a zero sum game, whereby some students “succeed” and some “fail”.

3. Collaboration, under our current evaluation criterion, could be considered cheating and is therefore discouraged

4. This system of evaluation is out of tune with “real world” models of success, and in fact the collaboration that is strictly prohibited in today's schools is exactly what one needs to succeed.

2. what is the message of this article for your career as a PhD student?

The PhD is not about succeeding through classes.  A masters degree should prepare us with the breadth needed to succeed.  A PhD is really about seeing a developing a research agenda, and then seeing it through to fruition.  This type of work cannot be done alone.  No research can be carried out in a vacuum.  Instead, we, as PhD students have to learn how to collaborate.  That entails both working with others, possibly those outside our general field of interest.  It also means we must learn how and when to attribute previous work.

3. define the boundaries between “cheating” and “collaboration”?

Personally, this is a rather easy boundary to draw.  Cheating is simply taking credit for a piece of work, when in fact the credit is not yours to take.  As a general rule, if you think you should cite someone else's work, do.   The work in question does not need to come from people one collaborates with. 

Collaboration, on the other hand, is the process in which two or more individuals work together toward a common goal.  There is no concept of credit here, because, credit is due by default.  If I collaborate with someone, the work generated from that collaboration cannot be assigned to one of the individuals.  Credit is due to all involved.

4. find one article related to the theme of NormanÕs article 

http://portal.acm.org/citation.cfm?doid=366413.364790

5. describe the process that you chose to find such an article

Google scholar is a great place to find academic articles.  I first, simply googled “collaboration AND cheating”.  However, too many results relating to specific teacher or university's policy showed up in the search results.  Simply moving the same query on google scholar provided with a large number of results.  This was one of them.

