Jeff Fifield – Assignment 2

1. write a one paragraph summary statement about the article characterizing the main message of the article?



The initial message of the essay is that students cheat because of flaws in the educational system.  These flaws include an overemphasis on individual assignments and examinations, competitive grading and lack of reward for collaborative work.  The author goes on to suggest a new model for learning and grading that is supposed to reflect the way people get work done in the real world.  In this model, “mastery grading” is replaces traditional grading by evaluating a student's “mastery level” on small learning “modules.”  The modules are smaller chunks of required and optional knowledge a student must pass to graduate.


2. what is the message of this article for your career as a PhD student?



The model of learning described in the essay is similar to the model of PhD education:  collaboration and self directed learning with a loosely specified set of requirements.  Despite the similarities between graduate education and the author's model, cheating and scientific misconduct still occur.  So, if anything the message of the article is that the author's proposed solution doesn't fix the perceived problem.


3. define the boundaries between “cheating” and “collaboration”?



Collaboration is working with others while appropriately sharing credit for the work.  Cheating is working with others without sharing credit or taking work from others without giving credit or citation.


4. find one article related to the theme of Norman’s article 



Here's an article about academic integrity and the effectiveness of honor codes on college campuses:

Some good news about academic integrity

Donald McCabe; Gary Pavela

Change; Sep/Oct 2000; 32, 5; Research Library

http://leeds.bates.edu/cbb/events/docs/McCabe_Some.pdf


5. describe the process that you chose to find such an article


I remembered there was an article on slashdot.org about graduate level cheating a few days ago (http://science.slashdot.org/article.pl?sid=06/09/21/1614232).  The paper cited in the news story doesn't seem to be available for free so I decided to look for other articles by the same author (McCabe) using Google scholar.

