Betty Eskow

Assignment 2 — Don Norman Article      

Discuss the following issues:

1. write a one paragraph summary statement about the article characterizing the main message of the article?

The article “In Defense of Cheating” by Don Norman does not condone cheating to the extent that it involves dishonesty in some form.  Instead, he presents a case for redefining the objectives of education such that to accomplish these objectives a student does not need to compete with other students, but rather to learn skills that are necessary in “the real world”.  Behaviors that were once considering cheating would now be acceptable assuming proper credit is given for using someone else’s work, and  evaluation is made on the  basis of the appropriateness of the source used to the given problem. Cooperativeness is encouraged, and credit given for accomplishments related to obtaining the skills necessary to do useful work. Class activity should be restructured so as not be lecture-based, but rather activity-based, and requirements should not be fixed for all students but allowed to accommodate differences in students’ interests and abilities.

2. what is the message of this article for your career as a PhD student?

Ultimately, what is important in the career of a PhD student is learning the skills that will allow one to go on to the next stage of his/her career, after the PhD requirements have been fulfilled. The skills that we gain  in networking, collaboration, locating related sources of information, etc, are as important to the process as are  the degree requirements that we are evaluated on.

3. define the boundaries between “cheating” and “collaboration”?

Cheating involves some degree of dishonesty or fraud. Collaboration means working together toward a common goal, where each party should be given credit for their contribution to the whole. When someone takes sole credit for a contribution that involved collaboration with others, that is, in essence, “cheating”.

4. find one article related to the theme of Norman’s article 

R.M. Felder, G.N. Felder, and E.J. Dietz, "A Longitudinal Study of Engineering Student Performance and Retention. V. Comparisons with Traditionally-Taught Students." J. Engr. Education, 87(4), 469-480 (1998). Performance and attitude differences between students taught with the active/cooperative learning model described in the previous reference and students taught with a traditional instructor-centered model.
5. describe the process that you chose to find such an article
I did a google search on “cooperative learning”, one of the themes in Don Norman’s article. I found a website link for 
“Articles and columns written by Dr. Richard Felder on active learning and cooperative learning in engineering and college science education.”  This seemed like an area related to the themes of the Don Norman article, so I  followed the link to the list of articles.
