Ben Robinson – Assignment 2

1. Write a one paragraph summary statement about the article characterizing the main message of the article.


The author asserts that today’s school curriculum is too focused on individual achievement and competition.  He suggests that it should be replaced by a system that is more forgiving of information sharing and less reliant on grade-point averages.  In the real world, he argues, GPA’s are effectively meaningless and people tend to solve most of their problems through collaboration, anyway.


2. What is the message of this article for your career as a PhD student?


Your accomplishments need not be driven by yourself and yourself alone.  While a PhD student should rely mostly on his own sense of drive and curiosity, groups function more smoothly than individuals, so it is good to take advantage of your environment.

On the other hand, there is a strong sense of propriety involved in the notion that a PhD student’s dissertation should be original research.  So perhaps collaboration should not be encouraged in all of a PhD student’s work.  But it is possible that through doing a lot of collaborative work over the course of his education, a student would become capable of writing a thesis of higher quality on his own.

Another of the author’s relevant observations is that GPA’s are given too much status in our educational system.  I think his philosophy about GPA’s has in a sense already be factored in to PhD programs.  The grading tends to be pretty lax, and if you get a few B’s, nobody really cares.  The truly important things are how motivated and independent you are—usually rated in letters of recommendations from your advisors—and how good your dissertation is. 


3. Define the boundaries between “cheating” and “collaboration”?


Collaboration is more about asking and giving, whereas cheating is more about appropriation.  You obviously should not just take someone else’s research and claim it as your own.  But what about someone else’s class work?  Well, in a PhD program if you copy a large number of ideas from other people, I don’t think many professors would consider this a punishable offense.  Collaboration is encouraged, but if you don’t do any of the work on your own, then you are working against developing a spirit of independence.  So while what you are doing is not cheating proper, it could be accurate to say that you would be cheating yourself.


4. Find one article related to the theme of Norman’s article 

“21st century cheating using wikipedia” – Steve Dembo http://discoveryeducation.typepad.com/discovery_educator_networ/2006/01/21st_century_ch.html


5. Describe the process that you chose to find such an article

I did a google search on “cheating networking.”

