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1. Write a one paragraph summary statement about the article characterizing the main message of the article.


In his article, “In Defense of Cheating,” Don Norman attempts to articulate the flaws inherent in the modern educational process and suggests a revolutionary approach to teaching and learning focusing on collaboration and teamwork rather than individual aptitude.  Specifically, he attempts to deconstruct the notion of “cheating” in an academic setting and concludes that “cheating” can not only contribute greatly to the learning process, but it should actually be encouraged! To clarify, the author recognizes that cheating can often arise from dishonest intentions, but argues that if students are encouraged to seek out alternative sources and work together when solving problems, their total understanding will be enhanced. To this end, the author suggests that educators  shift the focus from the individual student to the cooperative effort of a group of students working together to solve problems and mutually understand the subject matter. Finally, for Norman, it is imperative to re-think the educational system in order to foster intellectual curiosity, self-reliance, cooperative abilities, and the capability to actively self-educate once formal schooling is finished. 

2.   What is the message of this article for your career as a PhD student?


The article presents an analysis of ideal teaching and learning philosophies in which the author believes present the greatest likelihood of successfully producing an educated individual capable of communicating their thoughts in various social environments. As a Ph.D. student, it is particularly imperative to consider what the author believes to be the goals of any educational system. A student, having experienced the educational atmosphere of a school, should certainly have intellectual curiosity, self-reliance, cooperative skills, and know of how to learn on their own. These are the vary traits that define a highly successful Ph.D. Once the Ph.D. is obtained, the learning process is far from complete; as a researcher and/or educator, it is imperative to maintain the curiosity to seek out interesting and difficult problems, the ability to guide one's own learning and the learning of others (such as students), and the ability to communicate one's ideas effectively. While the author presents many revolutionary and even controversial ideas on how to define an optimal educational system, he clearly and irrefutably defines the ideal traits of a Ph.D. graduate. 

3.   Define the boundaries between “cheating” and “collaboration.”


“Cheating” exists when the work of others is used without giving proper credit to the original author(s). “Collaboration” can exist when all parties involved honestly cite their cooperation and give proper credit to those who contributed ideas. Also, there is an element of inherent dishonestly involved in “cheating.”

4. 
Find one article related to the theme of Norman’s article. 


A similar article, “Collaborative Learning Enhances Critical Thinking”, can be

found at the following URL: http://scholar.lib.vt.edu/ejournals/JTE/v7n1/gokhale.jte-v7n1.html#about%20author

5. 
Describe the process that you chose to find such an article


To find a similar article, I simply queried Google with the search string “collaborative learning” and found this article as the first hit.

