1. write a one paragraph summary statement about the article characterizing the main message of the article?


This article warns of the dangers of emerging technologies such as genetic engineering, nanotechnology, and robotics (coined GNR).  The dangers of these technologies is explained and contrasted to more familiar current day dangers suchs as nuclear, biological, and chemical (“NBC”)  The author argues that the threat from GNR is greater than NBC.


2. with which arguments (focused on predicting future developments) do you 
2.1. agree 

I agree that the technologies of GNR will exist some time in the future and that they may be a largely commercial enterprise (whereas NBC was government based (military based)).  I also agree that bad there can be unintended consequences to any technological discovery.


2.2. disagree

I disagree that the extinction of man is inevitable given robotics and nanotech.  I think that man has gone extinct more than once already.  Certainly the 21st century urbanite is a different creature than the “cave man” both culturally and physically.  Perhaps it is the evolution of man that Joy fears. 

3. how should we react to this article
3.1. on an individual basis?

From an individual perspective, I don't think one has much to worry about.  The ease to manipulate the technologies of GNR that this article assumes are beyond our lifetime.


3.2. on a societal basis?


As a society we will have to decide on the role advanced technology should play in our lives.   Although to some extent the author the author presents a worst case scenario of technology gone bad, it makes sense for society to be aware of the risks and rewards of some technology before embracing it.

4. would you consider yourself
4.1. a techno-utopist (“glorifying the future”)
4.2. a techno-pessimist (“glorifying the past”)
4.3. or how would you characterize your own position?


I nether glorify the future or the past.  In some ways I am like Joy's grandmother who resisted the use of antibiotics;  I tend not to use new technology unless it is necessary.  I believe in the development of technology to improve the life of man, but I don't think it's a silver bullet that will solve the problem of the day.

