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1)
The article we read:



“What is Web 2.0…”

2)
What is the main message of the article:



This article seeks to differentiate between Web 1.0 and Web 2.0.  Web 1.0 companies focused on delivering a software product to its end users, which it sold for profit.  Once sold, the process was done.  There were a few updates, but the company interaction occurs primarily at the time of original sale.  One of the key points of  web 2.0 is maintaining dynamic structure, one which is free to change constantly.  Another key feature of Web 2.0 systems is that they don’t focus on the selling of a product, but more the selling of a service to the customer.  Web 2.0 systems have allowed some of the most popular sites and technologies to become everyday commodities.  Information has become almost instantaneous with the advancement in areas such as forums and blogging.  What all web 2.0 applications share in common is that they are backed by some specialized database.  Without these databases, and the information they contain, the applications are useless.   Software is no longer being written to adhere to a specific release cycle, but instead is just pushed to users as features become complete.  Web applications, using such databases, are relying on new technologies to help make the use of such systems as easy as possible.  Many of the newest web 2.0 apps wouldn’t have been possible even a few years ago, if it weren’t for new technologies such as AJAX which has really allowed applications to find a new ease of use in their web-based user interfaces.

3)
Briefly describe your most interesting Peer-to-Peer learning story in your life: 


I don’t know that I really have any truly interesting stories.  The ones that affected me the most were one that related to school, and more specifically to either helping other students who were struggling with a particular idea or getting help myself for ideas I was struggling with.

4)
In which web 2.0 systems do you participate?



From the article:  Google. Flickr, BitTorrent, Wikipedia, wikis, Ebay



From elsewhere:  Myspace, Facebook, Youtube, 


5)
How Do you Participate as:  A consumer, an active participant


As a consumer we use Ebay to find and purchase products from others.  This is really the only  consumer (which I define to be pay-for services) participation that I have with the web 2.0


I actively participate in Facebook and Myspace to help stay in touch with old friends, to find new friends, and to find out what all my friends are currently up to.  These two web 2.0 services have helped millions to find each other and to stay in touch with those they have a hard time always talking to.  By allowing them to monitor others lives, they can stay up-to-date with what others are doing without the need to call each and everyone of their friends every other day.  


I believe the most relevant one is an impossible question to answer.  Because relevant is based on a specific context, its impossible to actually say which is the most relevant.  I believe that the most useful are either Google because you can use it to find just about anything you want to find, or Wikipedia because it will also tell you just about anything about just about anything.  Although these two aren’t always the most relevant, they are probably the two most often used.

6.
What is the most interesting web 2.0 system


The most interesting web 2.0 systems are ones like Myspace and Facebook.  They are interesting because they allow you to stay in touch with other without having to really stay in touch with others.  You can find out more about old friends, and even remember birthdays of good friends.   You can become a better friend to those you never see, and appear a better friend to those you do see.

