Brian Sax
Assignment 12: Participation in a Community of Learners
1.

The single most interesting part of the article dealt with the fact that most of today’s learning is a result of one sided learning, and that one sided learning probably isn’t the most effective way to transmit knowledge.  Learning through participation and collaboration seems to prove to be a much more effective means of learning.  I liked the idea of the pendulum model, it was a good representation of the relationship between collaborative learning and the student teacher models.   I also found the idea that learning can be found the fact that different instructional models involve different relations of learners. I only part I did not agree with pertained to the community of learners’ model.  I don’t know how effective children would be in managing their own learning and collaboration.  What is the motivation for responsibility?  I think their may be some sociological barriers that would prohibit this.  
2.

I think the main message of this article is that it is important to continually research best methods of learning and communication so that we can effectively maximize human learning potential.  Also, while we know that the pendulum does need to fall somewhere between the adult-run and children-run models, we must continually search for the best balance between the two.  It seems that adult-run models may prove to be slightly more effective as children seem to naturally tend to be more receptive than active.

3.


I think my own educational experience, in regards to school, has been mostly a result of the teacher-model.  I find myself to be the recipient of knowledge.  Learning through collaboration has played a very small part of my college education.  I have found that the work place implements many of the characteristics of the COLI model.  It is through assistance and aid with one another that we accomplish our goals. I think it is important to note that for the COLI model to work the initial learning that each individual wishes to share must be a result of either the adult or student run models.  

Adult run: 80%       Class room teachings
Student run: 15%     Presentations, some work place
Community of learning instructional: 5%      work place, this class
4.

Technologies:

Adult run:   E-learning course, conventional class room
Student run: White board
Community of learners education: web 2.0 technologies
5.
This class:
Adult run:  Being assigned assignments and readings

Child run:  Our ability to choose our own topics

Community of leader education:  The collaboration within our individual groups to analyze project requirements and the eventual collaborative implementation.
