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MS-Word

I first used a windows PC in 1994 and MS-Word was there and except for a brief spell using Lotus Notes in 1999 I’ve never wanted to use a different Word Processor.  Each new release makes the program more complicated and more in depth, but to say that I’ve learnt it all wouldn’t be correct.

Each year I will learn a few new things about the package but in general I’ve only learnt a new function form another person and not because of my own searching, via the Internet or the help documentation.  This approach is possible because of my university surroundings, there is always another student who knows something I don’t about MS-Word, it’s the type of program where you won’t know how to do something until you need to.

Maybe with the new release of MS-Word 2007, I’ll need to pay attention because of their interface changes, but when I switched started using Word for Mac, the interface differences weren’t that hard to learn, it wasn’t a tricky learning curve.

To categorise my learning of MS-Word it would be on-demand.  I’m only going to discover something new when I need it or when someone else mentions it.

Also to expand this idea further that’s how I usually learn a new system or software package.  There’s always an element of learning from the tutorial, or a user guide form the web.  But generally this is the basic stuff.  I’d also pick things up that the follow ‘standards’, for example a new command button is usually a paper symbol in office type applications, word processing, spreadsheets etc.  Thus making use of my previous knowledge of computer software.

Learning Episode

Learning that exercise doesn’t kill you.  I’d stopped doing exercise for fun, like playing football and saw it as an necessary evil.  However I developed back problems and needed to exercise to sort them.  Therefore I had the motivation to exercise, wanting to stop being in pain every day.  It was a important step when I was growing up and the net effect is I enjoy sports and I don’t have back problems anymore.

Learning

Learning by being told, will take a ‘why’ question and produce a ‘what’ response.  This would relate to every-day lectures and the existing school system.  Self-directed learning, “does what it says on the tin”, the learner will decided what they want to learn and how.  At the high-level this is like the US university system, where by you choose what you want to study and when.  Learning on demand requires the participant to find information and learn it when they need it and not before hand.  I’ve encountered this type of learning when I programme, Java’s class documentation for example, or cakePHPs’ manual.  Discovery learning is where a student learns thought their interaction with their environment.  I guess I’d be doing this right now as I learn more about cakePHP through a trial and error process.  Each time I change something I can see the effects on my work.  Experiential learning is where you do a task and analyse your results and thus learn by doing. 

Informal Learning isn’t done in a formal classroom setting, its more like how your learnt to speak or cook, at home learning.  I learnt to cook informally from my family and friends.

Collaborative learning involves joint effort from teachers and students, you learn in groups and help focus the direction of a project with the same say as the teacher.  UID class and this class.
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