Assignment 2: Overview of Collaboration

Praful Mangalath
Don Norman
Racy title – but something is out of place if anything short of the constitution requires a preamble. The article heavily criticizes the current school system – specifically dealing with the evaluation model and proposes reforms to current assessment methods in order to allow certain behaviors associated with cheating - seeking advice, “copying” others’ ideas, etc. He urges relaxing the definition of ‘cheating’ from the traditional “I have done this work without external help” to a more practical “I have evaluated this assignment based on these information sources and this is what I have to add or this is my current understanding of the matter”. 

I agree in some degree with the author’s intent – wanting a schooling system where educators are seen as mentors rather than drill sergeants and learning is more enriching than reciting 
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 to 500 digits. The problem I have though is with his assumption that the current system is intentionally setup to be a gaping void, bereft of meaning or value. Referencing, collaboration and careful evaluation are concepts already taught in schools – whether it be the 6th grade history teacher warning students’ not to reference wikipedia for the essay on Iraq or the String Theorist at a University, preaching the same. I gathered from the essay that “finding” would be all that mattered– interpretation and evaluation are secondary.  It would definitely make school a lot easier. 
The proposed assessment methods seem absolutely absurd – “the goal is not to rank order the students by some arbitrary mark of performance measure” - a pat on the back and an ‘A’ in every kids backpack will do. These ‘value judgments’ are actually not very harsh and  allow for standardized competence and  more importantly accountability.  How will an employer/community determine competence if all they have are “pass” with a huge collection of source citations and can students ever cultivate independent task management. For the most part, collaborative work is very essential, but no new information could ever be produced if all the students are taught to do is to recycle and rehash information over and over. There is some truth to the idea that certain collaborative and community aims are compromised due to the need for fair and accurate assessment.

Analyze your own educational and working experience
Collaboration is a key aspect of graduate life – 12 credits a semester with a project in each would be impossible to pull off alone and you learn to work well in small study/project groups. Back in the day when ‘agile/extreme’ was still a buzzword I had an interview at a company that had bought into it – it was mental – an afternoon’s exposure to the inner guild was enough to shun me off for life. I tend to have productive and not so productive days/hours and I can’t imagine having to synch this with another creature. Releasing all your code/work into the public domain under not so restrictive licensing (Creative Commons/GNU General Public License) is the best form of collaboration. 
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