Nick Todd 

Assignment 2

1.
I disagree with Norman’s position on cheating and his views about education.  Norman holds that while students are punished for cheating, if only they cite their source they should be commended for their research.  Granted the ability to research is an important skill, the ability to think critically about your findings and produce new ideas is of the utmost importance.  Regurgitating the critical thoughts of others does nothing to develop your own skills, for you can’t let the research speak for itself.  

Additionally, as far as I understand it, grading on a curve only serves to evaluate the student more fairly based on the difficulty of the curriculum.  It seems that grading on a curve serves to recognize the shortcomings of the course and bring the grades of the participants up.  


If it were possible to reform the education system to where teachers were not forced to teach the test, then I am for that.  On this point Norman and I agree.  But I whole heartedly disagree with his insistence that cheating is actually a desirable trait.

2.
Academically, collaboration can be both frustrating and beneficial: beneficial when the group members each put in an equal effort in order to solve a problem and frustrating when the effort put in to the task is unequal.  As a physics student, I would meet with my group members in order to work out the weekly homework.  This collaboration was highly encouraged by the professor and produced positive results.  Collaboration is essential to success in the workplace.  In previous and current work related experiences, working with others was always beneficial.

3.
I have little experience using computational environments that support collaboration. 
