Jason Held

1) Read the article: “In Defense of Cheating” by Don Norman; accessible via:
http://www.jnd.org/dn.mss/in_defense_of_c.html
and comment on the following issue:

· do you agree with Norman’s position? Why? in which aspects? 

· do you disagree with Norman’s position? Why? in which aspects? 

I agree with Don Norman in many ways.  The grading system set up in today's schools seems to promote the wrong type of work.  Collaboration, and using other sources to get work done is an important part of work in the real world, and Norman does a good job of showing the different aspects of this is negatively enforced in school.  However, when Norman starts to explain the “Mastery Grading” system that he believes is a solution, I think his argument starts to fall apart.  He says, “But only use "Pass" -- do not use a "Fail" or "Not-Pass" grade. A student either knows the stuff or doesn't, and in the latter case, the student is encouraged to keep learning.”  This will still be a major problem, especially in higher levels of education.  It is not easy for a student to make money in college, and that is usually motivation for graduating quickly.  I believe that students will still try to find ways to trick their teachers into thinking that they “know the stuff” because of this, much in the same way that cheating takes place in today's system.

2) Analyze your own educational and working experience: 

Yes.  I do believe that collaboration has played an important role in my life as a student, a worker, and even as a member of a sports team.  I constantly collaborate as a student with other CS students, to make sure that they understand certain topics, and are able to use them when programming.  In return, they do the same for me.  At work, I am working with two other CS friends at all times, to get work done as a team.  I believe that collaborating in the past as a student has helped me do so as a worker.  The positive aspect of this is that I am able to learn things I do not know, if I am ever having trouble.  The negative aspect is that there are some cases where I do not have enough time to do tasks of my own, because I am helping someone else.  At most times it seems to be a pretty good balance of benefits and additional efforts created for me.

3) Have you used computational environments that support collaboration? 

I believe CVS and StarTeam are computational environments that support collaboration.  I have used CVS in the past to share code and work on programming projects as a team, and I currently use StarTeam at work to share a code repository.  StarTeam can get annoying to deal with at times, but I know that it is difficult to create a good system for its purpose.  Its hard to say that either of these can be considered a favorite, but it is definitely important to have an organized system to support an environment where collaboration is necessary.

