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A Passion For Learning

This topic has been of particular interest to me since the time I started learning.  I have always been interested in learning, the process of learning, and what makes people want to learn.  After careful examination, I concluded that my motivation for learning is because I have a passion to learn.  I think a “Passion to Learn” would be best defined, as the motivation for a student to learn being their personal passion for the subject matter.  When thinking about a “passion”, I also think of the word “personal” because I’ve never come across an instance where someone was passionate about a subject and it was not personal to that person as well.   

One strength for the concept a “Passion to Learn”, is the fact that students motivated by a passion instead of obligation or parents, are more likely to perform better in the subject area.  Having a passion makes the learning process personal instead of being forced to learn about a subject that one has no personal interest in and is being forced to take.  

The only weakness I can see to having a “Passion to Learn” would be learning from websites such as www.43Things.com and www.howstuffworks.com and removing the advantage of having a teacher to act questions.  Learning via these methods may make the students learning process a less personable one. I think that this may take away from the passion of learning a bit.  Without having the human interaction and hands-on learning the student may not benefit as much as he or she could have.

In the article, To Fix Education, Think Web 2.0, Seely Brown points out that some of the changes and advancements that are being made using technology and computer aided learning.  He praised instances when passionate students, interested in specific topics, study in groups and participate in online communities.  This type of learning is promoted is many Web 2.0 tools, such as blogs and wikis, which essentially make the sharing and generation of information easier.

I know my passion for learning is what has driven me to learn about all sorts of different things from disciplines like music, art, knitting, dance, to other subjects such as physics, calculus, chemistry, animation, and programming languages.  Having a genuine passion for learning has made my learning experience personal.  The one thing I am most passionate about in life, is learning, so my personal experience with the concept of a “Passion to Learn” has been life long.  
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