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Spring Semester 2007

A Joint Graduate and Undergraduate Course  — CSCI 7212-001 and CSCI 4830-002

Brief Questionnaire for the Participants of the Course

“Design, Learning and Collaboration”
due: Monday, January 22, 2007; 10am on the class website

http://l3dswiki.cs.colorado.edu:3232/dlc-2007 

1. your name:  Brian Sax
2. your field of study: Computer Science major
3. in which semester are you:  Junior
4. why are you interested to take this course and what do you expect to get out of this course?

I am interested in this course because I have always been a strong proponent of the idea that it is not so important to know every specific detail about something, rather it is more important to know where to find these details.  It seems that most courses at school test the former but the business world tests the lather.  I expect to learn several different methods that will make communication within a group more effective. 
5. which courses  / work activities / background knowledge  do you have which might be relevant to this course?
    I have been interning at a small Engineering firm here in Boulder for the past year and a half.  I believe this experience has shown me the importance of having a system that fosters effective communication.
6. your own digital literacy / fluency:

6.1. describe your programming experience  (languages, projects)

I have taken the usual load of programming classes here at CU which mostly implemented C++/Java.  Lately, both at work and in private, I have been doing a lot of web development (MySQL/JSP/php/servlets/etc).  My work also deals with technologies associated with speech recognition and synthesis (vxml/ BEA Web Logic Sip Server/etc).
6.2. which applications are you familiar with (e.g. Photoshop, Canvas, Dreamweaver, GoogleEarth, ………. )?

I have experience in a lot of applications but in no way consider myself to be an expert.  Here’s a quick list: Photoshop, eclipse, visio, ms office suite, textpad.
7. use one or two sentences to describe how you would define 

7.1. design

The pre-planning state of development.  The part of a project where you determine what processes will be used and how resources will be allocated.
7.2. learning

The act of being able to incorporate a new skill set into one’s existing repertoire.
7.3. collaboration

Working together with a group of people that share a similar unified goal.  Collaboration should increase productivity.
8. mention the most important book / article which you have read with respect to 

8.1. design
No Silver Bullet - Fred Brooks
8.2. learning

While I have not read any specific books in regard to learning, the closest experience I have had in this subject is the artificial intelligence class I took last semester.
8.3. collaboration

No Silver Bullet - Fred Brooks
9. Have you heard the following names of researchers /scientists and what they might be famous for?

9.1. Vannevar Bush

9.2. Herbert Simon

9.3. Alan Kay

9.4. Steve Jobs – Sure, he’s apples CEO.
9.5. Seymour Papert

9.6. Donald Norman

9.7. Ben Shneiderman

9.8. Donald Schön

9.9. Jerome Bruner

9.10. Christopher Alexander

9.11. Edward Tufte

9.12. Fred Brooks – Author of No Silver Bullet, read it last semester.
9.13. Douglas Engelbart

9.14. Larry Page and Sergey Brin

9.15. Bill Gates – Microsoft’s creator
9.16. Tim Berners-Lee

9.17. Jimmy Wales

10. Which person do you consider the most famous computer scientist and what has this person contributed?

Alan Turning.  He is considered the father of computer science.  He developed the idea of “algorithms.”
11. Remark: you can visit the websites of a pervious version of the course  — while the course in the Spring 20067will contain new activities and new material, this website will give you a good impression what you might expect
 http://l3dswiki.cs.colorado.edu:3232/dlc-2006
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