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1.
The first thing that I noticed on the Home page for the CLever Project was the adjacent graphic. Clearly the graphic is intended to draw attention and be interesting while relaying some vital information about the project. However I was quite intrigued with the four major concepts that comprised the goal of the project and the goal itself, Independence. It’s quite obvious that Empowerment and Learning are two very important facets of establishing support for those with cognitive disabilities, but Socialization and Inclusion did not immediately register with my mode of thought. Furthermore, what I found to be really interesting was the main goal that the project was striving for, that of Independence. The mission statement of the project is geared towards supporting individuals with cognitive disabilities and the support community of those individuals. That is why I looked closer at the projects that were and still are in development that encourage collaboration and community activity, such as the Web2gether system and the Lifeline along with the MAPS project. To me, these projects look well-geared to achieve a status of independence for individuals that the program is aimed at, through integration with a supporting community.
2A.
 I find that the CLever Project is using readily available technologies in implementing solutions to be eye-opening. First off, it is sometimes more difficult to integrate existing technology into a new way of using it rather than tailoring the creation of a new technology to fit a solution. I think it is a very interesting way to use handheld devices like the Palm Pilot with wireless technology. An always dominant use of handhelds and wireless connectivity is simply web-browsing and general email use. This demo demonstrated some more useful and non-trivial uses for the same technology. I’ve always thought or wondered whether the current limitations on such devices as handhelds in terms of memory and processing capabilities would allow more meaningful uses for these devices. I can see that these aid those with cognitive disabilities not necessarily in a way that presents new technologies, but rather in a way that presents existing technologies in a new perspective. The use of the Lifeline with the Palm handheld is, in my opinion, really just an extension of the Palm technology to a certain degree, however it is a step that is beyond what is normally afforded by that same technology.
2B.
I wonder if there have been any attempts to bring this same technology to the mass market where it can also aid those without cognitive disabilities. I wonder if there is a market for this technology in helping children learn to navigate city transportation.
