GARY KNOLL

Gerhard Fischer and Hal Eden: “Design, Learning, and Collaboration” — Spring Semester 2006

General Remark for all assignments — always remember the statement by Blaise Pascal: 

“I have made this letter longer than usual, because I lack the time to make it shorter.”
Assignment 2

Collaboration

1) Read the article: “In Defense of Cheating” by Don Norman; accessible via:

http://www.jnd.org/dn.mss/InDefenseOfCheating.html
and comment on the following issue:

· do you agree or disagree with Norman’s position? Why?

It is really hard for me to understand entirely the high value of collaboration / networking in the work force due to my limited experience.  I do understand that there are no restrictions to resources one is allowed to use outside of school.  Finding resources is also a skill.  However I don’t necessarily agree that from the start students should assume a particular role in the networking environment.  Basically I feel more collaboration and networking should occur as well as the freeing of resources for tests and exercises.  
I also agree the education system is not the best for learning with exams and strict grading systems.  However I find it difficult to imagine the module system proposed.  I think there needs to be a method to rank individuals.  I understand the problem with learning for exams and grades, I fall victim to cramming and poor learning methods all the time. I strongly agree that grading on a curve is a horrible idea; especially at the college level.
· how does his view relate to your own experience in your school, university, and working life?

There have been times when I have crammed for tests and shortly after forgotten what I’ve learned.  However there are things that I study well in advance and forget as well because I rarely apply the idea.  I embody the Chinese proverb before class the other day.  
2) Analyze your own educational and working experience:

· has collaboration played an important role in 

· your life as a student

This year I am involved in Senior Project’s in a five man team.  It is crucial that we learn to collaborate effectively.  We are learning many things about using each other as resources and distributing workload and things of that nature.  It’s a good experience.
· your life as a worker

I have only had one job in the professional field in which I worked individually on an application.  I had meetings with my boss to get help but I was not working with him most of the time.  This was due to the fact that I was working on a experimental project in which others did not have spare time to form a team to help me.  
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· in which collaborative activities have you been involved?

· what was positive about them?

I have had experiences where I have learned from partners and benefited from their knowledge.   In digital logic I had a partner that took time to teach me things that he new and I didn’t, he was a good partner.
· what was negative about them?

Group work as a student can be annoying to schedule because unlike in the industry, students do not always do homework at the same time.  I don’t like to be on another person’s schedule.  Work effort has also been a problem by members less interested in either learning things or getting a good grade.  
One lab partner of mine knew much about the work we were assigned and wanted to do it as fast as possible leaving me to learn it on my own.  I’d rather not have had a partner in this case.
3) Have you used computational environments that support collaboration?

· which ones?

Unfortunately not

· briefly characterize your most favorite one?
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