Nathan Campbell

and Lisa Doan
Assignment 1 

1. what did you find 

1.1. interesting about the article?
We thought the recommendation for lifelong learning was good because most of today’s jobs are knowledge-based.  Also, we’ve never heard the argument that we society isn’t maximizing technology in terms of educational use.
1.2. not interesting about the article?

The SER seemed like a typical model for software engineering and didn’t present anything new except for applying it to education.
2. what do you consider the main message of the article?
The current method of learning and the education system are inflexible, and technology is only being used at a very basic level. We need to figure out how to revolutionize the education system to make technology more central to the learning experience and not just another tool for teaching.
3. “gift-wrapping”

3.1. how would you (in your own words) explain the concept ?
”Gift-wrapping” is the current implementation of technology in the education system and learning models. The same “old frameworks” of learning (i.e. fixed curriculum, memorization) are still being used, but now with computers.  The technology hasn’t actually changed or affected the way we learn.
3.2. can you give examples of “gift-wrapping”?
Google / On-line Research: We used to go to the library to do research, and now we go to Google.  But, we’re still just reading the material and recording important notes. 
Word Processors: Instead of having to write out all of our papers, we can type them up and quickly edit them. However, typing up the papers doesn’t help us anymore than writing the papers out by hand does.
3.3. can you give counter-examples of “gift-wrapping”??
For Physics, we were given a CD that contained interactive demos that we could play with. We could experiment with the variables of the demonstrations and watch how they affected the outcome. It allows us to observe demos that we couldn’t do in real life due to cost or danger, etc.
4. global learning theories and approaches

4.1. do you know any of the people mentioned in the diagrams:

4.1.1. Skinner no
4.1.2. Piaget no
4.1.3. Papert no
4.1.4. Illich no
4.1.5. Vygotsky no
4.1.6. Dewey no
4.1.7. <ignore Taylor>

4.2. select one of the six

4.2.1. in case you know something ( write a paragraph what she/he has contributed to a deeper understanding of learning?

4.2.2. in case you do not know anyone, find out something about her/him ( write a paragraph what she/he has contributed to a deeper understanding of learning?
B.F. Skinner was psychologist who favored behaviorism which argued that behavior is a function of environmental histories and reinforcement. In terms of learning, that would mean students would use methods like memorization and other static methods.

5. identify one website (and mention the URL) which you consider interesting and relevant for “learning”! Write a one paragraph justification for your choice! 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Learning - Wikipedia, in generalm is a good learning tool because it gives the user access to plenty of information and also allows the collaboration of many minds on a single topic. Wikis and Blogs are also excellent tools for collaboration in general.
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