Lisa Doan
Questionnaire — Midterm

This is not a test! 

Please answers these questions  briefly on the class website by Monday, April 3, 10:00am 

1. what are aspects of the course so far that are positive and should be sustained? 

I really enjoy the discussions we have in class, and I also like the demos and actually seeing some tools in action. I also liked the role-playing activities. 
2. what do you think about the following parts of the course?

2.1.  Lecture sessions
The lectures are mostly interesting, though it seems like we cover the same material several times in different lectures.  This isn’t necessarily a bad thing as long as we’re looking at the material from a different angle.
2.2. Demos about EDC and CLever
I really enjoy the demo sessions. I like to see what tools have already been developed, and I think they offer valuable insight into how we might develop our own tools.
2.3. Guest Lectures
We’ve only had one guest lecture thus far, and I thought it was pretty interesting. 
2.4. small assignments
I think the small assignments are useful, though not all of them are really “small.” It’d be better if the longer assignments were scheduled for the weekends rather than for two days later. Also, some of the papers cover the same material, and it can become tedious to read the same thing over and over.
2.5. efforts of getting course participants involved in the course
I enjoy this class because of the high amount of participation. I think it’s important for the students to be able to interact, and it is interesting to hear other peoples’ opinions.
2.6. use of technologies (e.g., Swiki, the WWW in general, videos shown) in the course
I’ve really enjoyed the videos we’ve seen so far, and the Swiki has been very valuable for our group collaboration. 
2.7. collaboration among students and peer-to-peer learning (e.g., to which extent did it happen in your case)
I haven’t fully taken advantage of the Swiki for collaboration on the small assignments. I would rather discuss the homework with other students and peers before I download their assignment and read what they wrote. I prefer to face-to-face collaboration over online collaboration if possible.
2.8. feedback from Gerhard
I’ve found Gerhard’s feedback interesting, but I don’t have much motivation to answer the questions he’s posed there simply because there’s no direct follow-up in class and I’m not motivated enough about the topics to follow up on them outside of class. I certainly think about what he’s written, but I don’t pursue any further dialogue. 
3. What is the most important thing you have learned so far?

I’ve learned many things in this course so far, but the most important thing I’ve learned is that computers are not being used to their full potential.

4. is the workload adequate?

Yes, but I think we should have started on the projects at the beginning of the semester rather than in the middle.

5. shortcomings and possible suggestions for improvements? 
Get us started on the projects sooner in the semester. Don’t let the discussions drag on too much. Listening to what the other students have to say is valuable, but I’m also interested in the lecture material. 
6. self-assessment  — please let us know how well you think you have done in the course Think about this in terms of your performances in:

6.1. please give an honest answer about how much time and effort you  have put into your work so far (work hard (( last-minute effort (( minimum effort to get by)
I’ve actually really enjoyed this course which has motivated me to do more than I would in a typical 3-credit hour class. I find the topics interesting and try to spend a lot of time thinking about the subjects.
6.2. participation (including class participation; attendance, ………..);
I think I’ve done well in the class participation except for the last few weeks when I’ve been bogged down in other classes.
6.3. small assignments,
For the most part, I think I’ve done well on the small assignments
6.4. your effort thus far in the independent research activities
I think everyone in my group, myself included, has worked hard on this project, and we could do so much more if we had known about the project from the beginning or had more direction.
6.5. your effort thus far in the  project 

Again, my group has been working exceptionally hard on the project thus far. Particularly for this part of the course, I could have done more if I had had more time to work on it. Now, we only have a month left in the semester and all of our other classes also have major projects due. I feel like I could have done more if I had had more time to think it through. 
7. anything else you would like us to know? 

I’ve really enjoyed the class thus far and look forward to the rest of the semester.
Questionnaire-Midterm
1
DLC Spring 2006

