Gerhard Fischer and Hal Eden



      DLC Course — Spring Semester 2006

Questionnaire — Midterm

This is not a test! 

Please answers these questions  briefly on the class website by Monday, April 3, 10:00am 

1. what are aspects of the course so far that are positive and should be sustained? 

I enjoy the discussion aspect of the course.  In particular the discussions about how new ideas about how software and technologies should be designed.  For example, the calculator discussion, and the less is more article.  
2. what do you think about the following parts of the course?

2.1.  Lecture sessions

The lectures with discussions are fun because I get to voice my opinion and here others’ opinions on the same subject.  When we do not have long discussions and more slide materials are covered it is also interesting because I’ve enjoyed the subject matter presented so it does not bother me that you take more of a “sage on the stage” as you say.  

2.2. Demos about EDC and Clever

These are fun and exciting to see and interact with, I like being exposed to new projects.  The EDC really helps put the collaboration aspect of the course into something I can visualize and understand.  

2.3. Guest Lectures

As far as I can remember we’ve only had 1 guest lecture about the collaboration art projects.  The subject of this lecture was maybe not my favorite but I do think it is a good idea to bring outsiders into the class to show what projects or research is going on outside of you work.  I would suggest keeping a few lectures open for guests. 
2.4. small assignments

Readings:  

This is the first time I’ve really been exposed to research related articles, I’ve mainly been involved with textbook writings.  I was much more interested with the articles you had us read, at times the length of the article would intimidate me because I am not a fast reader so from a time/homework perspective at times I found the task to be something I didn’t want to do.  However after starting most of the articles my interest made me want to finish it rather than just doing it so that I was prepared for the questions or class talks.  
Write Ups

The write ups were motivation for me read the articles.  Generally speaking the questions did spark some sort of deeper thought about the article.  There were times when I felt the general question about the articles relation to Design, Learning, and collaboration was a bit repetitive.   

2.5. efforts of getting course participants involved in the course

I am personally not one to be very outspoken in courses, however I feel in this class I have not been as quiet about my feelings towards subjects were I have an idea that I feel is relevant.   So for me I felt I am very involved in comparison to my other classroom experiences.  

I also enjoy hearing the thoughts of my classmates they seem to have many good ideas.  Kirill and many others always seems to say something that I didn’t think of that is interesting.  I liked reviewing his Kirill for the calculator assignment that I summarized.  

2.6. use of technologies (e.g., Swiki, the WWW in general, videos shown) in the course

Swiki as a Class Web Page:

I think the assignment’s page and the schedule should be combined.   I think there was an instance where no written assignment was posted but reading was given on the schedule page.  I would dedicate one link to be more of a “Things to Do” page that would include readings, assignments, and Group deadlines. 
Swiki as a Collaboration Tool:

I have not used the Swiki to do an extensive amount of collaboration, I think this different for everyone.  

Videos:

All of the videos played this year were very helpful as effective as the readings, and in the case of the CLEVER project more helpful in my opinion.  

2.7. collaboration among students and peer-to-peer learning (e.g., to which extent did it happen in your case)

I have done all but one assignment with John who was a friend of mine before the class.  We do every problem together exchanging ideas.  This has been helpful and fun to me.  

Lecture was another form of peer to peer learning that I engaged in.  This class was filled with intelligent people that all had a slightly different a look on many things than me.  Hearing these ideas enriched my learning experience.  
2.8. feedback from Gerhard

I read all of his comments and reflected on them, I never came back to talk with him to discuss the comments.  However I do not feel his time was wasted, they did cause me to rethink some of my answers.  
3. What is the most important thing you have learned so far?

I feel the most important thing I’ve learned in this class is too challenge the current design of a technology.  Asking ourselves if its design is that way because the last model was that way, or because it is the best way to make the product.  

4. is the workload adequate?

I think the work load is normal, not too heavy not too light.  The reading takes me longer than others because I read slowly but that is more of a personal problem.  
5. shortcomings and possible suggestions for improvements? 

6. self-assessment  — please let us know how well you think you have done in the course Think about this in terms of your performances in:

6.1. please give an honest answer about how much time and effort you  have put into your work so far (work hard (( last-minute effort (( minimum effort to get by)

I have worked hard in this class; I have done every assignment with a good attitude.  I have had a few times were I did not give my best effort, I did not finish the article about complex systems built upon stable subsystems.  And, I did not read the first reading that did not have a write up associated with it.  I felt bad afterwards and have done everyone since.  I put more effort into this class than many of my other courses that I received an A in.  (This may challenge the grading system or reinforce the idea that I have been working hard.  )

6.2. participation (including class participation; attendance, ………..);

I don’t remember missing a lecture and I try and voice my opinions if I think they are worth saying.  I don’t try and say something just to say it.   As noted earlier I have participated more in this class than any other.  This is due to the nature of the course and I know Gerhard likes to have an engaged classroom so I try to voice my educated thoughts.  

6.3. small assignments,

As I said in 6.1 I gave a strong effort to do all of the assignments at times I did not give full effort but I am still proud of what I’ve done.  
6.4. your effort thus far in the independent research activities
My efforts in independent research have probably been less than the members in my group.  I have had problems formulating the problem or focus of my study within Tools for Learning and Tools for Living and have started to look at the technologies for language learning.  I am not sure if I should do that or focus more on the topic of learning.  I should have come to talk to you more about this.  Thus I would say my group members have more to show than me.  

6.5. your effort thus far in the  project 

I say my efforts are equal to that of my team members with the exception of Kei who acts as our team captain.  I have been to all of the meetings and contacted teachers about meetings with us.  We are changing the structure of our project after discussion in today’s lecture.  

7. anything else you would like us to know? 
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